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blustering imperialism and to note what bullying
went on between the rival Powers. We see how every
now and then the threat of war itself would be
hurled, especially when the offending State was
weak and helpless. No one to-day would defend the
Opium Wars carried on against China; or the
campaign that ended in the conquest of Smdh; or
the first and second Afghan Wars, which brought
such misery in their tram. When we watch Musso-
lini's action against Abyssinia it reminds us of our
own imperial strategy a hundred years ago. The
only valid excuse that we can offer is that our own
aggressive actions were undertaken long before we
had signed the Covenant of the League.
Mr. Pratt contrasts the Don Pacifico case, where
Lord Palmerston despatched the British Fleet to
Athens to support the financial claims of a British
subject, with the action taken quite recently, when
satisfaction could not be obtained, from Persia, for
what was grandiloquently called "an international
wrong done to the United Kingdom in the person
of a British Company." In this latter case, though
it was an Oil Company m which the British Govern-
ment was directly concerned, no hostile action was
taken. There was no fuss made, and no beating of
big drums or calling out the British Fleet to the
Persian Gulf, but on the contrary the whole matter
was referred for arbitration to the League of Nations.
Assessors were appointed: an international Com-
mittee sat at Geneva under a Czechoslovakian
chairman. The matter was settled amicably, and